
 

Greetings from Zagreb, Croatia! 
 
How does one condense and adequately sum up an  
entire year in a few brief pages? Difficult, yes, but oh 
so good to go through this exercise and remember all 
that God has done. A little over a year ago, I followed 
a call and moved to Zagreb to work with the Biblijski 
institut and the Kušlanova Kristova Crkva (church). 
2011 was quite a year: hosting visiting groups for the institute, coordinating outside        
communications, working on a distance learning program, teaching teen activities with our 
church, coordinating a successful summer Christian day camp for 70 children, contributing 
to institute academic year opening/graduation ceremonies and library open house,              
representing the institute at various recruiting events, and studying the Croatian language 
throughout it all. It has been a year of great opportunities and challenges alike. I am thankful 
to God for the work of which he has allowed me to be a part, and for the people’s lives with 
whom He has allowed mine to intersect. I hope you will enjoy reading in these pages about 
my activities of the year.                               
      Blessings, 

What’s Ahead 
In 2012, I will continue my work coordinating special projects with the Biblijski institut, 
as well as my involvement with children and youth ministries with the church. We plan 
to continue our monthly Kidz Klub and we are already in the planning stages for 
Champs Camp again in the summer. We are also preparing to start a week of camp in 
the summer for our teens, which I will be leading. In the fall, I will start 
teaching a class or two for the institute. I will be teaching a beginning 
course in Pedagogy (teaching others how to teach) and/or a course in 
Spiritual Formation. I will once again have to go through the process  
of renewing my residence permit in September. That has to be done       
annually. I am praying about and considering the purchase of a house 
or apartment in 2012, before Croatia joins the European Union in 2013 
and prices increase. I was recently made a part of the leadership team 
of our church and I will continue to participate in that role. 

Some Personal Reflections 
I appreciate the Christian author Oswald Chambers, and especially his daily devotional, “My Utmost for His Highest.”      
I am amazed how many times it speaks directly to just what I am dealing with at the time. At one point in the year, I was 
feeling discouraged in ministry, and I read that day what follows below. It really spoke to me. I hope it does to you as 
well: "We have to get rid of this notion - 'Am I of any use?' and make up our minds that we are not, and we may be near 

the truth. It is never a question of being of use, but of being of value 
to God Himself. When we are abandoned to God, He works 
through us all the time." I confess that I struggle at times, battling 
the thought of whether I am of any real use to God. The reading 
that day put things in much better perspective for me. We are of 
use and of value to God simply because we are. The reality of the 
cross should be all the proof of this that we need. I think the     par-
adox is that when we really believe this and live out of that    belief, 
then suddenly we are free to be of all kinds of “use” to Him. 

Prayer Points ‐ 2012 
 
 Pray for wisdom and guidance from God and that His plans will be accomplished 

in my life and work. 
 Pray for the direction of the Holy Spirit in all things and that I will be quiet enough 

to be able to listen to Him. 
 Pray for obedience to follow God’s ideas and timing for ministry and not my own. 
 Pray for God’s provision of finances. 
 Pray for continued favor with the Croatian authorities. 
 Pray for friendships and close fellowship for me with Croatian Christians. 
 Pray for unity among the various churches and mission groups in Croatia. 
 Pray a covering of God’s protection over the missionaries and other servants of 

God in Croatia. Pray for health and strength in their bodies, hearts, souls,        
marriages, and homes. 

 Pray for a hunger and thirst for Jesus in Croatia, and in my own life. 
 Pray for increased discipline in my life. 
 Pray for greater confidence in the Lord, and more dependence on Him. 
 Pray for my continued progress in language acquisition. 
 Pray that many children and youth will come to know Jesus through this work, and 

that a new generation will be raised up to follow Jesus in Croatia. 
 Pray for my work with the Biblijski institut staff, that we will grow strong working  

relationships. 
 Pray for natural opportunities to share Jesus with people with whom I come into 

contact. Pray especially for Goran and Luka. 
 Pray that in all things the Kingdom of God is advanced. 

To Send Donations: 
To make an online donation, go to 
my blog address below. Make 
physical checks payable to Pond 
Springs Church of Christ and mail 
to this address: 
 
Pond Springs Church of Christ 
Steve Taliaferro Mission Fund 
c/o Jan Swinney 
13207 Woodthorpe St 
Austin, TX  78729 
 
Please enclose a separate note 
along with your check stating that 
it is for the Steve Taliaferro     
Mission Fund. 
 
Ministry Blog: 
stevetaliaferro.blogspot.com 
 
Email: 
steveincroatia@gmail.com 
 
Postal Address: 
Steven Taliaferro 
Biblijski institut 
Kušlanova 21 
10 000 Zagreb 
Croatia 
 
Telephone: 
011-385-91-155-5161 
 

(dialed direct from the USA, 7 
hours later than central USA time) 
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What’s it all about? 
People sometimes ask why I do what I do. Some may think it is 
fun and interesting to live in a foreign country, especially in Eu-
rope. However, it is really not about that. In my case in  Croa-
tia, it is about preparing church leaders and raising up a new 
generation to follow Jesus. But more important than that, it is 
about following where God leads. It is about playing my small 
part in bringing the Kingdom of God in this world. It is about 
showing Jesus to our students and youth. It is about being the 
manifestation of Jesus on this earth to my new Croatian friend 
who is seeking Jesus, while he faces a long jail term, or to   
another Croatian friend who is struggling and lonely. It is about 
walking personally with Jesus and finding life in Him, while 
pointing other people to Him as well. This is really what it is all 
about for those of us who love Jesus, no matter where we live. 
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Croatia in 
Numbers 
 
 Croatia’s       pop-

ulation is about 
4.5 million. 

 
 Zagreb, the    cap-

ital and      largest 
city, has about 
800,000 people. 

 
 Croatia has a land 

area of 21,791 
square miles, or 
about the size of 
West Virginia. 

 
 The Adriatic sea 

coast of Croatia 
has more than 
1,000 islands. 

 
 90% of Croatians 

are Catholic. 
  
 Less than .005% 

are evangelical 
Christians. 

I have come so that they may have life, 
and that life to the full. — Jesus 

 
  Equipping church leaders for ministry, 
  empowering Christians for service, 
  and capturing the next generation for Jesus in… 

 

Zagreb, Croatia 



 

Teaching the Youth 
I am thankful to God to continue to be involved in ministry with 
youth in Croatia. I pray He uses me to impact their lives for the 
Kingdom. We hold frequent youth meetings together with 
youth from several different churches. I frequently teach     
lessons at these events. Once, I took them through an       
exercise of speaking words of affirmation to each other. I told 
the students that we need to learn to speak words of life and 
encouragement to one another. The world and the enemy of 
our souls give us enough of the opposite. Another time, I 
taught a lesson about how we are born into a grand story that God is telling of the rescue of His 
people, and that we all have a role to play in that story. I tied this in with how all the grand stories 
we love are all a reflection of the grander, truer story we are all part of as God’s people. Along with 
my friend Mislav Ilić, I also taught the teenagers' class at our annual all-church camp on the      
Adriatic sea coast in the summer, and at our annual spiritual renewal retreat in April.  

Bibliski institut Projects 
Much of my work with the Biblijski institut entails coordinating special projects, as well as outside        
communications. Communications involves notices of special classes, as well as institute newsletters, 
both in English and Croatian. I coordinate the content and make sure these pieces get put together and 
sent on a regular basis. In the spring, I worked with a board member on researching various internet and 
video technologies for use in a future distance learning program for the institute. One weekend in April I 
went to Graz, Austria (about 2 hours drive from Zagreb) to work with this board member on our final eval-

uation and report to the institute board of directors. In this report we wrote our         recommen-
dations regarding the six different technologies we researched. I also work with   logistics for 
the institute. Much of this has to do with various groups of people who visit the   institute for 
different purposes. In the spring, we hosted a group from a large church in          Tennessee 
which had come to evaluate the work of the institute for a possible financial        investment. In 
the summer, we had a large group of 19 people from Texas who came to help us with a day 
camp for children, about which you can read below. For these two groups, as well as other 
smaller ones, I acted as host, as well as coordinated their lodging, meals, and transport. 

Champs Camp 
Champs Camp was probably the 
most significant project, with the 
most potential impact, for which I 
was responsible during the year. 
The program was sponsored by 
the Biblijski institut. In the first part 
of July we had a large group from 
Round Rock, Texas come to share 
Champs Camp with the children of 
Croatia. They do this day camp 
each summer at their church in 
Texas. After months of planning 
and a huge advertising effort 
(taking most of my time in the 
spring), we had 70 children for the 

camp in Zagreb! We had said that we would consider it an 
overwhelming    success if we had 50. For four days the 
children had a great time learning about Jesus. It was a 
very interactive and dynamic program. We received glow-
ing responses from parents, and many are asking about 
future similar events. Most of these children are not asso-
ciated in any way with evangelical churches. We are excit-
ed about the future possibilities with these new friends. 
Photos from Champs Camp are at left.  

Croatian Language Studies 
For my first year, I enrolled in the University of Zagreb’s 
program for speakers of Croatian as a second language. 
As you can see from the photo below, it was like being at 
the United Nations, with students in the class from      
Canada, Chile, China, Germany, Nigeria, Spain, and the 
USA. I finished the first semester with a “5” (the highest 
grade possible). Now I am working with a private          
language teacher who works in the same program at the 
university. I will continue working with the private teacher 
for the spring semester of 2012 and then perhaps enroll in 
the class again in the fall. This way I can gain from the 
best that both methods have to offer. Although the private   
instruction is a bit more efficient, the class involves more 
contact hours. Please 
continue to pray for 
my language        
acquisition and my 
communication    
abilities. I am already 
able to converse at a 
basic level, but I still 
have much to learn. 

Kidz Klub 
As a follow-up to the success of Champs Camp, we started a monthly Kidz 
Klub, which we are conducting during the school year, in cooperation with    
another church and a missionary couple from England. The weekend before 
each Kidz Klub, we go out into the neighborhood where we hold the Kidz Klub 
and we talk with children and parents, inviting them to the event the next   
weekend. We also send invitations to all the kids who attended Champs Camp 
in the summer. Our work has paid off and God has blessed us with 40-45 kids 
in attendance each time. Kidz Klub is a dynamic, high energy program that   
includes games, a "praise party," and always a lesson from the Bible, with    
related practical object lessons. One time, we talked about not grumbling and           
complaining, and how Jesus wants us to be joyful and grateful people. In the 

photo above I am portraying Jesus in the "Jesus Heals the Leper" story during the Bible lesson time at one Kidz Klub. Kidz 
Klub is both a follow-up to our Champs Camp last summer, and a prelude to Champs Camp again next summer. In this way, 
we are developing a year-round children's ministry that is designed to reach largely un-churched kids. 

Biblijski institut Events 
The Biblijski institut hosted two major events in the fall. I was involved in the planning of both. In October, we celebrated the 
beginning of the new academic year, with one of the largest incoming classes of new students in several years. This event 
was held in a nice hall at the Mimara Museum in Zagreb. During the celebration, 
we honored our graduating students for 2011. We also surprised Mladen and 
Dragica Jovanović by honoring them with a Christian service and leadership 
award. Mladen has been a minister and Christian leader in his home country for 
almost 40 years. In November, we hosted an open house for our library. The   
purpose of the day was to raise awareness in the city about our library and its 
resources. The day started with official presentations at our reading room on   
Gajeva street, and then moved to the facility on Amruševa street, where the bulk 
of the library's collection is located. Croatian National Television covered both 
events, and had features about us on the evening news. There was also a great 
feature article about the library that appeared in one of Zagreb's newspapers, 
"Vjesnik." The headline read, "We wish to popularize reading of the Bible."  
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