
 

Greetings from Croatia! 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Well, here we are in December again. It doesn’t seem that long 
ago that the photo at right was taken in front of our building. 
This was taken after a weekend in February when over a foot of 
snow fell in Zagreb. I hope you will enjoy reading in these    
pages about the events in my life and work in Croatia during 
this year. I also want to take this “up front” opportunity to point 
out some other communication pieces that you can access at 
any time. First is my blog at: stevetaliaferro.blogspot.com.         
I update the blog as events occur. As such, it is the best way to 
keep up with what is going on with me. The other piece I want 
to mention is my email newsletter, which I produce 3-4 times 
per year. You can also subscribe to the newsletter on my blog 
site. I pray God’s peace, joy, and life for you in the year ahead. 

  
  Blessings, 

What’s Ahead 
We are already in the praying and initial planning stages for Champs Camp III in June. 
While we will still have a small group of Americans come help with the camp, we hope 
to involve even more Croatian Christians. At the end of August       
I will face once again the necessity of renewing my residence    
permit. This has to be done each year. While not extremely       
difficult, it does involve quiet a bit of time and several trips to the 
police station. Pray that process goes ahead without problems.       
I am praying about the purchase of a piece of land, before Croatia 
joins the European Union in 2013 and prices increase. My plan is 
to build a house on that land the Croatian way, over a period of 
time, as I have available funds. I also continue to serve on the 
leadership team of our church. Speaking of, the photo at right was 
taken as we “bloomed the cross” this year on Easter Sunday. 

Personal Reflection 
November 3 marked the 2nd anniversary of my move to Croatia. That day, like many others, I sat in the stillness of the 
early morning with a cup of coffee, praying, and reading the day's selection from Oswald Chambers' devotional book, 
“My Utmost for His Highest.” It is amazing to me how timely and applicable readings from that book can be. That day 

was no exception. It was a great gift from God in confirming my life 
and work with Biblijski institut here in Croatia: 
 
"One student a year who hears God's call would be sufficient for God 
to have called this College into existence. This College as an          
organization is not worth anything…; it is for nothing else but for God 
to help himself to lives. Is He going to help Himself to us, or are we 
taken up with our conception of what we are going to be?" 
 
Indeed, that is a great question for me to start with each day. 

Prayer Points - 2013 
 
 Pray for wisdom and guidance from God and that His plans will be accomplished 

in my life and work. 
 Pray for the direction and fellowship of the Holy Spirit in all things and that I will be 

quiet enough to be able to hear Him. 
 Pray for obedience to follow God’s ideas and timing for ministry and not my own. 
 Pray for God’s provision of finances. 
 Pray for continued favor with the Croatian authorities, especially in regard to my 

residence permit. 
 Pray for friendships and close fellowship for me with Croatian Christians. 
 Pray for unity among the various churches and mission groups in Croatia. 
 Pray a covering of God’s protection over the missionaries and other servants of 

God in Croatia. Pray for health and strength in their bodies, hearts, souls,        
marriages, and homes. 

 Pray for a hunger and thirst for Jesus in Croatia, and in my own life. 
 Pray for increased discipline in my life. 
 Pray for greater confidence in the Lord, and more dependence on Him. 
 Pray for my continued progress in language acquisition. 
 Pray that many children and youth will come to know Jesus through this work, and 

that a new generation will be raised up to follow Jesus in Croatia. 
 Pray for my work with the Biblijski institut staff and faculty, that we will grow strong 

working relationships. 
 Pray for natural, every day opportunities to share Jesus with people. 
 Pray that in all things the Kingdom of God is advanced. 

To Send Donations: 
To make an online donation, go to 
my blog address below. Make 
physical checks payable to Pond 
Springs Church of Christ and mail 
to this address: 
 
Pond Springs Church of Christ 
Steve Taliaferro Mission Fund 
c/o Jan Swinney 
13207 Woodthorpe St 
Austin, TX  78729 
 
Please enclose a separate note 
along with your check stating that 
it is for the Steve Taliaferro     
Mission Fund. 
 
Ministry Blog: 
stevetaliaferro.blogspot.com 
 
Email: 
steveincroatia@gmail.com 
 
Postal Address: 
Steven Taliaferro 
Biblijski institut 
Kušlanova 21 
10000 Zagreb 
Croatia 
 
Telephone: 
011-385-91-155-5161 
 

(dialed direct from the USA, 7 
hours later than central USA time) 
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What Is Important? 
I find it difficult to sum up an entire year of life and work in just 
a few short pages. How does one decide what are the most 
significant events of an entire year to share in a small space? 
This is another reminder to me of a lesson that I believe God 
has been teaching me over the last couple of years. I think we 
tend to value big ministry events that affect large numbers of 
people, perhaps more so than the simple way that our lives 
impact the individuals with whom we come into contact each 
day in the course of just living our lives. God has reminded me 
over the last couple of years to not despise the small things 
and small beginnings. In fact, He says that when we are faithful 
in small things, then we are fit for larger things. He has also 
been showing me the importance and power of living a life of 
gratitude to Him for even the small or hard things in life. 
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Interesting 
Croatia Facts 
 
 The solid ink pen 

was invented by a 
Croatian, Slavoljub 
Eduard Penkala.  

 
 The cravat (necktie) 

originated in       
Croatia. 

 
 The world’s first               

hydro-electric power 
plant was built in      
Croatia. 

 
 The Croatian       

city-state of         
Dubrovnik was first 
to recognize the 
independence of the 
USA. 

 
 The White House in 

Washington D.C. 
was built using     
Croatian stone from 
the island of Brač.  

I have come so that they may    
have life, and that life to                 

the full. — Jesus 

     Equipping church leaders for ministry, 
     empowering Christians for service, 
     and capturing the next generation for Jesus in… 
 

Zagreb, Croatia 



 

Leading Youth 
A great blessing over the last year has been helping with Sunday 
school at our church. I have become something of a mentor to 13 
year old Melkior. He and I have been studying the gospels. Melkior 
is eager to study and has good insights into the text. In the spring I 
led the teens at our spiritual renewal retreat. As I only had four 
boys in the group, I took them hiking one day in a nearby national 
park. I love using the outdoors to teach teens about the wonder 
and power of God and how He works with us. In the summer I also 
led the teens at our family camp on the coast. The theme for the week was, Following Jesus. I led 
the teens one day in an exercise in “following Jesus” around the camp. Through this exercise they 
had a tangible experience in both the trials and the joys of following Jesus. Then this fall I was 
privileged to be present at the baptism of Petra Erceg. I have worked with Petra in several       
settings with teens over the last three years. Petra expressed to me afterwards her gratitude for 
the influence I have been in her life. Pray with me for Petra’s continued growth and life in Jesus. 

Teaching at Biblijski institut 
This fall, in addition to my other duties, I have been teaching a course at Biblijski institut. I am teaching 
"Introduction to Pedagogy." This course is basically about teaching our students how to teach others, in    
whatever setting they find themselves. With my Master's degree in Education, I am qualified to teach this 
course to our Bachelor's level students. Our class meets for 2-3 hours each week. The semester lasts until the 

end of January and the final exam will be in February. I am teaching my students how 
to create an environment that facilitates learning, a series of effective instructional 
strategies, and the elements and construction of a lesson plan. Although taking a    
significant amount of time for preparation and teaching, I am using this course as an 
opportunity to get to know some of our students on a deeper level. I am enjoying that 
aspect of this course, as I don’t often have that overt opportunity with many of my    
administrative duties at the institute. On one Saturday, I invited the class to my      
apartment for dinner. Another interesting aspect of the course is that I have a young 
man in the class whom I first met as a little boy when I was coming to Croatia to help 
with summer camps back in the late 1990s. 

Champs Camp II 
One of my responsibilities is to 
coordinate special outreach      
projects, as well as groups of 
Americans who come to work with 
us. One of the most successful of 
these projects has been our    
summer Champs Camp. This year 
I was again involved with the    
administration and leadership of 
Champs Camp II. Champs Camp 
is a day camp for elementary 
school age children from the   

community. It includes lots of singing, games, crafts, and 
Bible lessons. This year, Biblijski institut again sponsored 
the camp, along with a new Croatian partner, Društvo  
Prijatelja Biblije (Association of Friends of the Bible). We 
had a much smaller group from Texas this time, but many 
more Croatian volunteers, which was encouraging. This 
year we had about 75 kids who came to the camp. One of 
the most exciting aspects was that we had several kids 
who will be too old for the camp next year who said that 
they would like to help with it next time. It is encouraging 
that they see something in the camp and something in us 
with which they want to stay connected. 

Croatian Language Studies 
My language abilities continue to grow. If people speak 
clearly and slowly, I can generally understand what they 
are saying. I can also get across most of what I wish to 
communicate. So I am doing well in this regard, but I still 
have much to learn. I continue to work 4-6 hours per week 
with a private language teacher from the University of  
Zagreb. My teacher, Kristina, comes to the institute to 
work with me. I also frequently have homework.       
Sometimes I have to write a page on a topic I am given 
and sometimes I have to translate a passage from an  
article. My language studies are a real sacrifice of time 
and effort, but one that I feel is important to my continued 
life and work here. I will continue working with my teacher 
through spring 
of 2013. Then I 
will re-evaluate 
my progress. 
Please ask God 
to continue to 
give me an ear 
for Croatian and 
an increased 
ability for    
communication. 

Kidz Klub 
Kidz Klub continues to go well. We are averaging about 40 kids in attendance 
each time. We have had some of our best Klubs this year. At one of our Kids 
Klubs in the spring, in addition to all the fun, games, and songs, we had a lesson 
about how God values us. Some of the parents who were there even applauded 
at one point. We have continued Kidz Klub this fall, and we will continue them 
through the spring, leading up to Champs Camp again in June. This is turning out 
to be a great activity during the school year that complements the Champs Camp 
in the summer. There were several kids from Kidz Klub at Champs Camp last 
summer. Likewise, there have been several kids from Champs Camp who have 
been attending Kidz Klub. Pray along with us for the continuing development of 
this ministry, and that fruit for the Kingdom will one day be harvested in these 

lives. Pray also that the hearts of the parents of the children will be touched for Jesus. Sometimes I get impatient with this 
work, but then I remember that we are planting seeds and building relationships that will eventually bear fruit if we are faithful 
and consistent over the long term. I also know that this kind of work with children is more like a marathon than a sprint.  

Biblijski institut Projects 
In October, we held our ceremony honoring our graduates for 2012. We celebrated this milestone with eight students. One 
received a Certificate in Christian Service, five received Bachelor's degrees in Theology, and we had two receiving the    
Master of Arts in Christian Ministry from Abilene Christian University. As usual, I served in many "behind-the-scenes" roles for 
this event. After all the activities of graduation were behind us, I began working on completing 
the institute’s implementation of Google Apps. This will provide many different benefits to us. 
Chief among these benefits are that we will be able to access our institute email online, have 
a set of shared calendars, and have a central place for storing shared contacts and           
documents. This will facilitate better communications between staff, faculty, and students. We 
will implement Google Apps with staff and faculty this academic year. We then plan to include 
our students with the beginning of the 2013-2014 academic year. In addition to coordinating 
the institute’s outside communications, I also worked in the spring on producing a new       
promotional video to use in our student recruiting efforts in the spring and summer.                  
I interviewed six students on camera about their experiences studying at Biblijski institut.   
You can view this video at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cdn8B-CfDXY&feature=plcp 
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