
 

Greetings from Croatia 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
In these pages I hope to give you a glimpse into my life and 
work in Croatia during 2015. One of the highlights of my year 
was teaching in Biblijski institut’s extension program in the city 
of Split (photos below and right). Through experiences like this, 
I am encouraged by the hearts of these Croatian believers to 
know and follow Jesus in a deeper way, and to make disciples 
among their own people. I am also grateful to be included in the 
work of expanding God’s kingdom in this place. Read on for 
more highlights of my 2015. I am thankful to God for you and I 

pray for God’s 
peace, joy, and 
life for you in 
the year ahead. 
 

Blessings, 

What’s Ahead 
Now that I have been in Croatia for five years, I am eligible 
to apply for permanent residency. I hope to make that         
application shortly after the first of the year. Part of the    
requirement to be awarded permanent residency is that I 
have to pass a test on Croatian language, culture, and   
history. Also at the beginning of the new year, we plan a 
winter Champs Camp, during the school break. After the 
success of the seminar in the fall, we plan to offer another 
preaching seminar in early March, this time taking the group 
away for a weekend retreat. In the early part of the summer, 
we plan to again hold our two Champs Camps. Then in the 
middle of the summer, the Youth Camp again. I am hopeful 
that I will be able to begin initial construction on my house 
during the last half of the summer and early fall. 

House Update 
You may know that I have decided to build a house here in Croatia. Last year, due to the generosity of many of you,               
I completed the purchase of a piece of land on which to build the house, just beyond the western edge of Zagreb. I am 
now working with an architect on the design, and I plan to apply for the building permit this winter. Hopefully I will be able 

to begin initial construction next summer. When completed (which will 
take a few years), it will look something like the house in the photo at left, 
taken near my property. I am well on my way to meeting my funding goal 
for the initial construction. My aim is to get the house finished just 
enough to move into one room, and then finish the house around myself, 
with money each month that I would have spent on rent. This is also how 
Croatians typically build houses. If you would like to contribute to this 
project, you can send a donation (marked “house”) as outlined at below 
right. Many thanks to those of you who have already given. Please pray 
for me in this process, as it is a huge learning experience. Pray also that 
this will be a home in which people feel drawn to Jesus. 

Prayer Points — 2016 
 
 Pray for the direction and fellowship of the Holy Spirit in all things and that I will be 

quiet enough to be able to hear Him. 
 Pray for obedience to follow God’s ideas and timing for ministry and not my own. 
 Pray for continued favor with the Croatian authorities, especially in regard to my 

residence permit. Pray that I will receive my permanent residency in the first part 
of next year. 

 Pray for my continued progress in language acquisition. 
 Pray for God’s provision of finances. 
 Pray that I will obtain the building permit for my house in the spring, and be able to 

begin initial construction in late summer. 
 Pray for the resources to begin the construction process on my house. 
 Pray for friendships and close fellowship for me here. 
 Pray for unity among the various churches and mission groups in Croatia. 
 Pray a covering of God’s protection over the missionaries and other servants of 

God in Croatia. Pray for health and strength in their bodies, hearts, souls,        
marriages, and homes. 

 Pray for a hunger and thirst for Jesus in Croatia, and in my own life. 
 Pray for increased discipline in my life. 
 Pray that many children and youth will come to know Jesus through this work, and 

that a new generation will be raised up to follow Jesus in Croatia. 
 Pray for my work with the Biblijski institut staff and faculty, that we will grow strong 

working relationships. 
 Pray for natural, everyday opportunities to share Jesus with people. 
 Pray that in all things the Kingdom of God is advanced. 

To Send Donations: 
To make an online donation, go   
to my blog address below. Make 
physical checks payable to  
Pond Springs Church of Christ 
and mail to this address: 
 
Pond Springs Church of Christ 
Steve Taliaferro Mission Fund 
c/o Jan Swinney 
13207 Woodthorpe St 
Austin, TX  78729 
 
Ministry Blog: 
www.stevetaliaferro.blogspot.com 
 
Institute Website: 
www.bizg.hr 
 
Email: 
steveincroatia@gmail.com 
 
Postal Address: 
Steven Taliaferro 
Biblijski institut 
Kušlanova 21 
10000 Zagreb 
Croatia 
 
Telephone: 
011-385-91-155-5161 
 

(dialed direct from the USA, 
7 hours later than central USA) 
 
Skype Name: 
stevetaliaferro 
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Jesus — Light Into Darkness 
 
I took the photo at the top of the page this summer on my  
property, just west of Zagreb. I like the interplay of dark and 
light in the picture. I love especially the way the light comes 
through the trees on the right and cuts through the darkness on 
the left. It is a reminder to me of Jesus, as The Light coming 
into our darkness in this world. Light into darkness. Hope into   
hopelessness. This is an especially good reminder in this year 
that has seen so much darkness in so much of our world. Mass 
shootings. Wars in various parts of the world. Imploding    
countries in the middle east. The rise of radical, religious,    
terrorist groups. Refugees coming like a flood as a result of all 
this. And spiritual battles of all kinds. Jesus said that we would 
face many troubles in this world. He also promised that He 
would overcome them. It is good to remember that Jesus came 
to give us life, and that His life brings light into darkness. 
 
In Him was life, and that life was the 
light of all mankind. The light shines in 

the darkness, and the darkness 
has not overcome it. 

John 1:4-5 
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Interesting 
Croatia 
Facts 
 
 The Croatian      

currency, the Kuna, 
is named after a 
small, ferret-like   
rodent. 

 
 The Croatian town 

of Hum dates back 
to 1102. It only has 
17 people, but it is 
officially a town. 

 
 The origin of 

the Dalmatian dog 
breed is Croatian. It 
is named after the 
southern part of the 
Croatian coast, 
called Dalmatia. 

 
 The famous explorer   

Marco Polo is 
thought to have 
been born on the 
Croatian island of 
Korčula.  

Zagreb, Croatia 



 

Mission to Ukraine 
In February, my former co-worker in Ukraine, Dema Grishchuk, came to visit us in 
Zagreb, and invited Christians from Croatia to go to a conference in Kiev on        
May 1-3. They specifically wanted some from Croatia to go and share with the 
Ukrainian Christians about experiences during the war in the former Yugoslavia in 
the early 1990s, and provide some spiritual encouragement for what they are     
currently going through in Ukraine. I was invited to preach to the conference on 
Sunday morning. Mladen and Ivan shared with the conference on the following   
topics: Historical Background of the Yugoslavian Conflict; Church Unity During   
Crisis; Relations with Christians on the Other Side; and God's Provision During  
Crisis. On Sunday, I preached on the topic: Patriotism and Faith. My main point was 
that, as Jesus followers, our primary allegiance is to the Kingdom of God before any 
earthly political system. I also encouraged the attendees to remember that Satan is 
the true enemy (Ephesians 6), not those on the other side politically. Please pray 
for these brothers and sisters who have been through so much in the last year.   

Champs Camp V 
For the fifth year in a row, we held Champs Camp at Lake Jarun in Zagreb. This year 
we had 82 children registered for the camp, many of them repeats from previous 
years. We had 20 teenage helpers, many of them Champs Campers themselves in 
previous years. We hosted a barbecue on the last day for families of the children 
from the camp. We had special activities after the camp was over, to pour something 
extra into the lives of the teens. This year we also added an additional week of 
Champs Camp, on the other side of the city, for the children in the neighborhood 
(Maksimir) surrounding our church/institute building. As with the camp at Lake Jarun, 
this one was also sponsored by Biblijski institut, with a lot of help from local church 
members. We held the camp partly at our building and partly in nearby parks and 
playgrounds. We had warm and open responses from parents. We planned for 30 
children and had 36 in attendance. God really blessed this first effort on our side of 
the city. This camp program continues to be a success and a blessing to all          
involved. Please continue to pray for this ongoing outreach to our community.  

Youth Camp 
This summer we held 
a Youth Camp for 
teens from our 
churches, and other 
friends. I led the 
team putting the 
camp together. We 
held the camp at a 
mountain house near 

the town of Daruvar. For four days the 
teens enjoyed Bible lessons on the 
theme of, "We Found Love in a     
Hopeless Place." There was also lots of 
singing, playing, campfires, and trips to 
a local water park. One of the key parts 
of the camp were the groups that the 
teens spent time in, processing the   
Bible lessons for each day. These 
groups were led by adults from our 

churches. Included in these groups were times of blessing 
and encouragement for the teens. The groups also played 
games together as a team. All of this established a family 
atmosphere in the groups that contributed to the success 
of the camp. Please pray for our youth to grow in their 
faith and increase in their desire to follow Jesus.  

New Life...and Some Fruit 
On the last day of our family camp on the coast in August, 
I had the privilege to baptize one of our youth, Tin. His 
family has been part of our congregation for several 
years, but he has been away from the church and from 
God for a few years. God's Spirit has 
done a tremendous work in his life and 
heart over the last year. He said 
something like, "I want you to baptize 
me because of the impact you and your 
words had on my life in our youth group 
a few years ago." It was a reminder to 
me that sometimes we might not know 
in the moment how God's Spirit is using 
us to touch someone's heart for Jesus. 
This was definitely a highlight of my 
year! Mislav that day also baptized 
another one of our 
youth, Karen. Please 
pray for Tin and Karen, 
that they continue to 
grow strong in their 
faith. And pray for us, 
as we continue to 
disciple them in their 
walks with Jesus.  

House Groups 
This fall we launched a new emphasis on small house church groups at our     
congregation in Zagreb. I spent a lot of time in September and October, putting 
the pieces of this ministry together, and working with the leaders in the formation 
of their groups. I also preached during this time a series of sermons leading up to 
the launch of the groups; to give the church a rationale and framework for this 
ministry among us. We have six groups with which we started. We began by  
studying in our groups the “one another” passages from the Scriptures. In addition 
to “leading the leaders” of the groups, I am also leading a house group made up 
of young people and singles (photo at left). God has blessed the response and 
atmosphere in our group. Several who are coming regularly have been either 

away from the fellowship of the church for a while, or they have been on the fringes. Please pray for our group, and for the 
others; that the Lord will use this experience to draw these ones to Him. Pray also that the Holy Spirit works in our hearts  
together, to build among us the kind of relationships and love that make us truly a community of Jesus followers, and that 
make Jesus attractive to those who do not yet know him. 

My Work at Biblijski institut 
I mentioned in one of my previous newsletters that I took on a new role at Biblijski institut, starting last school year. This has 
proven quite a learning and stretching experience for me. There is definitely never a dull moment. As Operations Manager,    
I am responsible for a wide range of details that have to do with the daily operation of the school: financial management and 
budgeting, purchasing, facilities management, leading staff meetings, and setting office policies and procedures, among 
many other responsibilities. It requires being in almost constant problem-solving mode. 
Please pray for me as I continue to learn and grow into this role. I am also still        
occasionally teaching my course, Introduction to Pedagogy (the art and science of 
teaching others). We continue to pursue our accreditation, both with the European 
Evangelical Accrediting Association, and the Croatian Ministry of Education. We 
gained several new students this fall, which was an encouragement to us all. In the 
spring we hosted a seminar on marriage. Then in the fall, we hosted a preaching   
seminar, with about 35 local ministers in attendance. We also this fall started offering 
courses locally for three Master’s degrees from Abilene Christian University. ACU sent 
a professor in September to teach the first class, which is the photo at right. 
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