
 

Greetings from Croatia 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
I hope you will enjoy reading here about my life and work in 
Croatia during 2016. A season of very hard work at the Bible 
Institute has paid off with around 60 students currently enrolled.  
I also received permanent residency this fall! A highlight of my 

year was my cousin, 
Allen Ritchie, coming to 
preach at our annual 
family camp (photo left). 
I pray God’s peace, joy, 
and life for you. 
 

    Blessings, 

Permanent Residency 
As I mentioned on the front page, this fall I received permanent residency in Croatia! 
This means that I can live and work freely in the country indefinitely, without ever    
having to submit visa paperwork again. 
One of the many requirements to    
receive permanent residency was that 
I had to pass a test on Croatian       
history, culture, geography, and      
government. The test was also written 
entirely in Croatian, of course. I thank 
God for helping me to achieve this  
major accomplishment. I am also   
hoping, as a foreigner, that this will put 
more weight  behind my request for the 
building permit for my house. 

House Update 
You may know that I have decided to build a house here in Croatia. Two years ago, due to the generosity of many of 
you, I completed the purchase of a piece of land on which to build the house, just beyond the western edge of Zagreb.    

I am now working to finalize the house plans with my architect. The front    
elevation is shown in the drawing at left. The house will have a daylight   
basement, ground floor, and unfinished attic. The architect is confident that I 
will have the building permit and be ready to begin construction in the spring 
or early summer. I am well on my way to meeting my funding goal for the   
initial construction. My plan is to build just enough to be able to move into one 
room. I will then finish the house around myself, with money each month that I 
would have spent on rent. If you would like to contribute to this project, you 
can send a donation (marked “house”) as outlined below right. Many thanks to 
those of you who have already given. Please pray for me in this process, as it 
is a huge learning experience. It will also take a good deal of time this next 
year. Pray that this home will be a place where people feel drawn to Jesus. 

Prayer Points — 2017 
 

 Pray for the fellowship and counsel of the Holy Spirit. 

 Pray for obedience to follow God’s ideas and timing for ministry. 

 Pray for continued favor with the Croatian authorities. Offer thanks along with me 
for my permanent residency. 

 Pray that many children and youth will come to know Jesus through this work, and 
that a new generation will be raised up to follow Jesus in Croatia. Pray especially 
for our new youth meetings on Friday evenings. 

 Pray for my work with the Bible Institute staff and faculty, that we will grow strong 
working relationships. Pray for the successful completion of our accreditation. 

 Pray for my continued progress in language acquisition. Pray that I will move to a 
higher level, beyond my current conversational ability. 

 Pray for friendships and close fellowship for me here. 

 Pray for increased discipline in my life. 

 Pray for new financial support to replace what I have lost over the last two years. 

 Pray for the remainder of the finances needed to begin the construction process 
on my house. 

 Pray that I will obtain the building permit for my house and be able to begin      
construction in the spring. 

 Pray for unity among the various churches and mission groups in Croatia. 

 Pray God’s protection over the missionaries and other servants of God in Croatia. 
Pray for health and strength in their bodies, hearts, souls, marriages, and homes. 

 Pray for a hunger and thirst for Jesus in Croatia. 

 Pray for natural, everyday opportunities to share Jesus with people. 

 Pray that in all things the Kingdom of God is advanced in this place. 

To Send Donations 
To make an online donation, go   
to my blog address below. Make 
physical checks payable to  
Pond Springs Church 
and mail to this address: 
 
Pond Springs Church 
Steve Taliaferro Mission Fund 
c/o Jan Swinney 
621 S Baker Cr 
Leander, TX  78641 
 

Ministry Blog 
www.stevetaliaferro.blogspot.com 
 

Institute Website 
www.bizg.hr 
 

Email 
steveincroatia@gmail.com 
 

Postal Address 
Steven Taliaferro 
Kušlanova 21 
10000 Zagreb 
Croatia 
 

Telephone 
011-385-91-155-5161 
 

(dialed direct from the USA, 
7 hours later than central USA) 
 

Skype 
Skype Name: stevetaliaferro 
Skype Phone: 512-481-7440 
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Jesus — Life and Restoration 

 
As you can see in the photos on this page, Croatia is a country 
full of beauty. There are, however, spiritual realities that stand 
in stark contrast to the natural beauty of the country. There is 
an entrenched, traditional religious system that, for many    
people, has less to do with faith and more to do with culture 
and nationalism. There is an increasingly Muslim country on 
our southern border. In the psyche of the people, there are the 
remnants of decades of communist rule, and centuries of    
various political, nationalistic, and ethnic conflicts. All the    
photos on this page (except the one of Allen and myself) were 
taken at my favorite place on the Croatian coast, the small 
town of Rovinj. I love the view from the old town peninsula,     
in front of the church, looking out over the sea at sunset.         
At places and times like this, I think we get a brief glimpse of 
eternity; when all is restored to God’s original design; when evil 
is decisively and forever vanquished, and those stark spiritual 
realities are no more; when our relationship with God is fully       
restored, and we have the full life that He intended. May I play 
a small part in God’s restoration of people’s lives in this place. 
 

I have come that they may have life, 
and have it to the full... 

John 10:10 
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Interesting 
Croatia 
Facts 
 

 Croatia is the 28th, 
and most recent 
country to join the 
European Union. 

 

 The Croatian      
medieval, hilltop 
town of Motovun 
dates from before 
the 10th century. It 
is the birthplace of 
the race car driver,  
Mario Andretti. 

 

 Zagreb has a city 
pharmacy that has 
been in continuous 
operation since 
1355. 

 

 Evangelical      
Christians make up 
less than 1/2 of 1%
of the population of      
Croatia. 

Zagreb, Croatia 

Steve 
Taliaferro 

2016 
Ministry 

Report 



 

Service in the Church 
I continue serving in several ways with our congregation in Zagreb. I am one of 
three who are currently sharing regular preaching duties, which means I preach 
once every 3 - 4 weeks. I am told that I am doing a good job in preaching and that 
it must be one of my spiritual gifts. I guess the “apple doesn’t fall far from the tree.”   
I had a good mentor in my father. I am humbled to follow in the footsteps of our 
Croatian minister, Mladen Jovanović, who passed away three years ago. I am also 
pleased to serve in this way for a church with which I have been involved for so 
many years. I also continue to serve as a ministry group leader, tasked with    
leading our small house group ministry. We currently have six groups that meet 
throughout the city for prayer, mutual encouragement and discipling, and Bible 
study. I meet with the group leaders once every 4 - 6 weeks, and help to provide 
them with Bible study materials to use with their groups. Most Thursday mornings  
I meet with a small group of church members at our building, to pray for our      
congregation and for God’s Kingdom in Croatia. 

Champs Camp VI 
In June we held our annual Champs Camp outreach, for children 6-12 years old 
from neighborhoods in Zagreb. This year we again had two different camps in   
different parts of the city, but this time we held them at the same time. We had a 
larger than usual group of American volunteers (Thank you Crestview Church of 
Christ, in Waco, Texas) that enabled us to offer the two camps simultaneously. 
Between the two camps, we hosted 120 children. These kids enjoyed four days of 
Bible lessons, singing, games, crafts, and lots of fun. We again hosted a barbecue 
on the last day for the families. We also had two days of activities after camp to 
pour more, both relationally and spiritually, into the lives of the Croatian teenage 
volunteers, many of whom were campers in the past. Please pray for this          
continuing outreach to our community. Many are asking if the camp can be longer, 
and if we can do more such activities throughout the year. We are considering how 
we can do that, with an already full schedule. Pray also for the growing              
relationships with these teenagers, that fruit will be born in their lives for Jesus. 

Youth 
For our spring    
retreat, the ministry 
staff from the 
Southside Church 
of Christ in        
Lexington, Kentucky 
(photo left center) 
came to bring the 
program. They did 
a great job and 

were a tremendous blessing to all.      
Jeremy (youth minister), his wife         
Suzanna, Amanda (children’s minister), 
and I led the youth group at the retreat 
(large photo left center). In the summer 
we again conducted our summer camp 
for youth. We  are also starting a weekly 
worship and fellowship time for youth at 
our building. We want to provide a      
positive environment for young people to 
be together, have fun, and encounter  
Jesus. We will focus on the youth in our 
church, as well as invite the teenage 

helpers from Champs Camp, to have a more consistent 
outreach to them. Pray for this new ministry to youth. 

Accreditation Progress 
We continue to pursue accreditation for the Institute with 
the European Evangelical Accrediting Association 
(EEAA). They are an organization that accredits           
theological seminaries throughout    
Europe. In February we received a  
candidacy visit from representatives of 
EEAA. Their report after this visit was 
overall positive, with improvements 
needed in just a few areas. As of this 
writing we are almost finished with our 
self-evaluation report. This report is a 
key part of the documentation for our      
accreditation visit, which will happen in 
March. Through the summer and fall, 
we worked in 
groups on writing 
various parts of 
this report. We 
have also started 
the preliminary 
work needed for 
local accreditation 
with the Ministry 
of Education in 
Croatia. 

Family Camp at Činta 
In August we were once again on the Croatian island of Ugljan, for our annual 
family church camp at Činta. As I mentioned already, this was a very special time 
for me personally, as my cousin, Allen Ritchie, came to be our guest speaker for 
the camp! His theme was, "Turn and Come," teaching out of the book of Mark. 
Allen is pictured above with the cross, which he built during the course of his  
lessons through the week. We enjoyed great teaching, good fellowship, and the 
beautiful little cove where the camp is located. Allen and I also worked together 
with the youth group at the camp and that was a special blessing as well, both for 
us and for the young people. The youth were impressed, as it is rare that our 
guest speaker will also choose to work with the youth in their discussion group.          
As usual, we had a few baptisms during the camp. Please pray with us for these 

precious hearts and their new lives with Jesus. We also had a few families at camp who have been involved in our Champs 
Camp ministry, and it was encouraging to see their interest. Pray also for God to continue to develop those relationships. 
Pray that out of those relationships, and through these camp ministries, much fruit will be born for the Kingdom in these lives. 

Work at the Bible Institute 

In my role as Operations Manager at the Bible Institute there is definitely never a dull moment. I am responsible for a wide 
range of details that have to do with the daily operation of the school: financial management and budgeting, purchasing,  
leading staff meetings, and setting office policies and procedures, among many other responsibilities. This requires being in 
almost constant problem solving mode. A new responsibility I took on this year was the 
implementation of video teleconferencing technology that we plan to use to enable our 
professors to teach their classes from our facility in Zagreb, to students in remote      
locations. We set up a permanent installation in our main classroom in Zagreb, and  
mobile installations in churches in Rijeka and Varaždin. Milan (our IT guy) is pictured in 
the photo at right. He is on the system with one of our professors in Zagreb, from the 
church in Rijeka. I have also been tasked with coordinating our extension programs in 
other cities in Croatia. We just finished one of these programs in the city of Split. We are 
continuing the program in Varaždin, and we started a new one in Rijeka. We also 
launched new Bible certificate programs in Zagreb. As a result of all of these programs, 
we now have around 60 students who are preparing for life and service in the Kingdom! 
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