
 

Greetings from Croatia 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
I hope you will enjoy reading here about my life and work in 
Croatia during 2017. You can also always catch up with what is 
happening with me and my work on my new ministry website at 

steveincroatia.com. One 
of the highlights of this 
year was the Zagreb   
Bible  Institute achieving       
accreditation by EEAA. 
Read on for other       
important happenings. 
 
Blessings 
to you, 

A Lesson From the Mountains 
I celebrated my 50th birthday in August of this year. One of the ways I celebrated was 
with a backpacking trip in Colorado with my brother, Justin, and a friend of his. Justin 
and I have been enjoying backpacking in this particular area since we were teenagers. 
On this trip, we attempted to summit a 13,825 
foot peak on which we had never been before. 
At about 13,200 feet, my boots suddenly 
came apart, all within just a few steps. We 
were about three miles from our camp and 
about 10 miles from the car. As I hobbled 
back into camp that afternoon, the rainbow in 
the photo at right appeared over our camp.    
It was the most vivid rainbow I have ever 
seen. The entire experience was a reminder 
to me of God’s faithfulness in hard things. 

House Update 
Back in the spring, after getting some bids from builders, I realized the house I had been planning was going to cost 
more than I could afford. It was really too big anyway. It meant I had to go “back to the drawing board.” I am now     
working with an architect and a building company all in one. So far, I wish I had been working with them from the start. 
They build in such a way that, when they are finished, the whole house is complete from the outside, with only the inside 
plumbing, electrical, and finishing work to be done. They itemize all the costs of the different components on an official 

contracted offer, so there are fewer hidden and surprise costs. They have 
also won several building, energy efficiency, and quality-value awards in 
Croatia. Their website is: www.domprojekt.hr. The front elevation of the 
house is at left. I will have three bedrooms, one and a half bathrooms, and 
an open kitchen, dining, and living area. With this new design, the amount 
of space is more like that in which Croatians live. It is also a               
“more comfortable fit” for me, and it still gives me room to host guests.       
I should break ground in the spring and have your guest room ready for 
you by this time next year. Come visit me! 

Prayer Points — 2018 
 

• Pray for the fellowship of Jesus and the counsel of the Holy Spirit. 

• Pray for God’s next steps for me, the life He wants me to live, and the work He 
wants me to do in Croatia. 

• Pray for grace, mercy, peace, and joy. 

• Pray for friendships and close fellowship for me here. 

• Pray that many children and youth will come to know Jesus through this work. 

• Pray that a new generation will be raised up to follow Jesus and lead and plant    
churches in Croatia.  

• Pray for my work with the Zagreb Bible Institute staff and faculty, that we will grow 
strong working relationships. 

• Pray for the success of our new director and his wife, Perry and Beth Stepp.  

• Pray for my continued progress in language acquisition. Pray that I will move to a 
higher level, beyond my current conversational ability. 

• Pray for continued, stable, and even some new, financial support. 

• Pray for all that is needed for the construction of my house in the spring:           
The building permit, finances for construction, efficient workers, and the groups of 
Americans who will come next summer to help with some finishing details.  

• Pray for unity and cooperation, instead of competition and jealousy, among the 
various churches and mission groups in Croatia 

• Pray God’s protection over the missionaries and other servants of God in Croatia. 
Pray for health and strength in their bodies, hearts, souls, marriages, and homes. 

• Pray for a hunger and thirst for Jesus in Croatia. 

• Pray for natural, everyday opportunities to share Jesus with people. 

• Pray that in all things the Kingdom of God is advanced in this place. 

To Send Donations 
To donate online, click “give” on 
my website (address below). Make 
physical checks payable to  
Pond Springs Church 
and mail to this address: 
 
Pond Springs Church 
Steve Taliaferro Mission Fund 
c/o Jan Swinney 
621 S Baker Cr 
Leander, TX  78641 
 

Ministry Website 
steveincroatia.com 
 

Institute Website 
www.bizg.hr 
 

Email 
steveincroatia@gmail.com 
 

Postal Address 
Steven Taliaferro 
Kušlanova 21 
10000 Zagreb 
Croatia 
 

Telephone 
011-385-91-155-5161 
 

(dialed direct from the USA, 
7 hours later than central USA) 
 

Skype 
Skype Name: stevetaliaferro 
Skype Phone: 512-481-7440 
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Jesus — Light and Life 

Perhaps surprisingly, the photo in the banner at the top of this 
page is really the only great “scenic” photo I have taken this 
year in Croatia. I took this off the balcony of my apartment at 
sunrise in the early part of the year, during the winter. Winter 
here often isn’t over until well into March. Besides being long, 
winter is also rather dark, with grey skies, and short days with 
sunset by around 4:30 each afternoon. Scenes like the photo 
above are welcome sights during the winter. Likewise, it makes 
one long for the new life of spring, as in the photo at bottom left 
of this crocus flower coming up out on my property. These are 
also welcome reminders of the light and life of Jesus.          
Croatia can be a spiritually dark place. Decades of             
communism, as well as centuries of ethnic wars, have left in 
their wake spiritual scars of jealousy, competition, suspicion, 
and mistrust. However, like the photo above, there are signs of 
the light and life of Jesus breaking through. One of those signs 
is seen in the  families that are coming to know Jesus through 
ministries like Champs Camp. The Pračić family is one of 
those. Read their story inside. 
  

In Him was life, and that life was the light of all    
mankind. The light shines in the darkness, and the 

darkness has not overcome it. 
John 1:1-5 
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Interesting 
Croatia 
Facts 
 

• The Roman Arena 
in Pula was built 
during the time of 
Christ. It is among 
the largest of those 
still standing. 

 

• The Mag-Lite was  
invented by a     
Croatian name  
Maglica. 

 

• Star Wars VIII, and 
Game of Thrones 
were partly filmed in 
the Croatian town of 
Dubrovnik. 

 

• Evangelical      
Christians make up 
less than 1/2 of 1%
of the population of      
Croatia. 

Zagreb, Croatia 

Steve Taliaferro 
2017 Ministry Report 



 

Service in the Church 
I serve in several ways with our congregation in Zagreb. I preach once per month, 
in rotation with three others. We meet together to decide on books of the Bible to 
focus on, and to coordinate our preaching. This fall I joined the rotation of several 
who teach our Sunday School. I am teaching grades 5-8. Elementary and middle 
school students in public schools in Croatia take a religion class that is part of the 
regular school curriculum. Because we are part of an officially government         
recognized religious group in Croatia, children in our church get credit for the     
religion class through our Sunday School. My Masters degree in Education      
qualifies me to teach the class. I continue to work with our youth however I can; in 
camp settings, meeting with them individually, playing together, going to movies,        
or simply washing dishes together after Sunday lunches. I have been discipling 
Melkior (in photo at right) for several years now. He and I meet together often for 
coffee, and before church on Sundays for some personal Bible study. He is now a 
senior in high school. Pray for him to make his personal decision to follow Jesus. 

Champs Camp VII 
In June, we marked the seventh year of our Champs Camp, a day camp for        
elementary school age children. Led by myself and our Croatian minister, this camp 
is held at both our building, and at the large park at Jarun Lake. This summer we 
served around 100 children and their families over two weeks of the camp.            
As usual, the children enjoyed four days of Bible lessons, singing, games, crafts, 
and lots of love and fun. We again hosted a barbecue for the families on the last 
day. We also had a great group of volunteers from the Southside Church of Christ in 
Lexington, Kentucky. As has become our tradition, we had two days of activities 
after the camps, to pour more, both relationally and spiritually, into the lives of the 
Croatian teen volunteers, many of whom were campers in the past. The American 
teens during those two days did a fantastic job of sharing with the Croatian teens 
about how they personally came to decide to follow Jesus, and what Jesus means 
to them. Pray for these ongoing relationships with these teenagers to grow even 
stronger, and that fruit will be born in their lives for Jesus. 

Youth and 
Family 
Camps 

In July we held our 
third annual Youth 
Camp. This camp 
is organized by 
myself and Mateja 
Stolnik (with me in 
the large photo in 
the center), from 
the Church of 

Christ in Varaždin. The youth who attend are from our 
churches, as well as those we have contacted through 
various outreach events. The theme of the camp this year 
was, Fearless. In August was our annual Family Bible 
Camp, conducted on the island of Ugljan. Jordan 
Hubbard, pulpit minister for the Crestview Church of 
Christ, in Waco, Texas, was our guest speaker. I led the 
youth group. We again had families at the camp who have 
come to know us through participation in the other camps. 
Pray for God to continue to develop these relationships. 
Pray that out of these relationships, and through these 
camp ministries, much fruit will be born for the Kingdom of 
God in these lives. 

Accreditation Achieved 
We worked for two years toward accreditation from the 
European Evangelical Accrediting Association (EEAA), an 
organization that accredits theological seminaries 
throughout Europe. In late 2015, we became a member of 
EEAA and a candidate for accreditation. In the spring of 
last year we received a preliminary evaluation visit. After 
the entire faculty and staff worked throughout the summer 
and fall of last year to produce our Self Evaluation Report 
(about a two-inch thick document), we were ready for the 
accreditation visit on March 6-8 of this year (photo below). 
The visiting team recommended us for accreditation!    
The final decision on our accreditation was then made at 
the EEAA council meeting in April. This accreditation   
ensures that our Bachelors diploma is recognized across 
Europe, and it gives our graduates access to a wider 
range of graduate programs. This is also a step toward     
state accreditation by the Croatian Ministry of Education. 

Pračić Family 
We have come to know and love Željko, Rozalija, and Hana Pračić (photo at 
left) over the last few years. This family came to us after Hana participated in 
our first Champs Camp at our church/institute building. They have been with us 
ever since. Hana has participated in every event for children we have held since 
that first Champs Camp. Rozalija writes this about Champs Camp:        
“Champs Camp is a fantastic discovery. It is an event that, year after year, helps 
Hana perfect her English, and at the same time learn biblical stories and songs. 
We can say that this is an excellent project with which we are in every respect 
extremely pleased. We also recommend Champs Camp to our friends.”         
The family also attended our Family Bible Camp, both this summer and last, and 
they are occasional visitors in our church worship assembly. This fall they began 
participating in the Bible study group that meets in the home of our Croatian 

minister and his wife. Pray that this family, through their time spent with us, continues to experience what it means to follow 
Jesus. Pray that we are salt and light in their lives. And pray that they come to a decision to follow Jesus themselves. 

Bible Institute News 

It was an eventful year at the Zagreb Bible Institute, with many changes and important events. I continue in my role of       
Operations Manager. In April, we hosted Mark Lanier, a celebrated trial lawyer in the USA. He is also a Christian apologist.  
We translated into Croatian his apologetics book, Christianity on Trial.           
He came to Zagreb to give well-attended public lectures on the topic of the 
book. In May was the inauguration of our new director, Dr. Perry Stepp.      
Perry is the tallest person in the photo at right of our staff and faculty together 
at our annual retreat. A Bible scholar and educational administrator, Perry also 
helped us last fall by writing our Self Evaluation Report for accreditation (see  
below). After our in-house accountant left us in the spring, we began using an 
outside accounting service, and I interviewed and hired a new financial       
secretary. I then oversaw the transition with our accounting. In September, we 
graduated 10 students with certificates in Bible and Ministry. Finally this fall, 
we partnered with area churches in the organization of various events          
commemorating the 500th anniversary of the Reformation in Europe. 
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